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INRCIA Grant Application FAQ 
November 13, 2009 

 
Please note that all of the questions, below, were posed via e-mail after 4:30 p.m. on Friday, November 
6, 2009 and before 4:30 p.m. on Friday, November 13, 2009. All questions received after 4:30 p.m. on 
November 13, 2009 and before November 20, 2009 at 4:30 p.m. will be answered in the next weekly FAQ 
document.  
 
Some questions have been changed slightly so as not to identify any particular entity. Please read all of 
the questions and responses carefully as many people asked the same or similar questions. As such, your 
question may not be worded in the exact manner in which it was submitted; however all questions have 
been answered. 
 
A budget file has been posted.  We are also posting draft assurances that are under legal review and will 
be presented at the time of contractual preparation. 
 
Q: After reviewing the grant categories, would you please tell me if I am correct in reading RTI into the 

Effective Assessment and Instruction category?  The rubric certainly seems to agree with the RTI 

framework. 

A:  The IDOE is currently revising a guidance document to represent the perspective that RtI is primarily 

a systemic approach to educating all students and is not just a function of IDEA.  For this reason, 

principles of RtI should be embedded in a variety of activities of a number of the centers and is not the 

sole responsibility of any one center.  For example, PBS is fundamentally an RtI model, students with 

autism benefit from data analysis and intensifying interventions, etc. 

Q: Am I correct in stating that Part II (Grant Application Narrative) must be divided into the same 
sections as outlined by the IDOE, but does not have to include the IDOE language for each subsection 
(e.g., I(a) Describe the professional development materials and activities that your resource center will 
provide…)? 

A: This is correct. The Grant Application Narrative must be divided into the same sections as outlined by 
the IDOE; however, it is not necessary to repeat any of the IDOE language in each subsection. The 
expectation is simply that the narrative grant application is written in a way so that an evaluator can 
easily understand and identify which portion of the Grant Application Narrative that the applicant is 
addressing. 

Q: In the Grant Application Narrative, is the IDOE’s expectation for the grant applicant to create its 
own Word document (provided in PDF)?  
 
A: Yes, grant applicants should create their own Word document for each grant application. Although it 
is not mandatory, grant applicants may choose to submit their grant applications as PDFs.  
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Q: Does the 25 pages maximum include supporting documentation that is referenced in the narrative 
sections of Part II? 
 
A: An applicant may choose to simply reference any charts in the narrative, and include these charts as 

Appendices that do not count toward part of the 25 page narrative. Be sure to clearly label and 

reference all appendices.  

Q: How many schools are resource centers expected to work with, concerning statewide assignments? 

A: It is estimated that resource centers will be asked to intervene with 6 – 15 schools that are severely 

out of compliance with the federal indicators. Beyond intervening with schools that are severely out of 

compliance, resource centers are expected to develop professional development materials and 

opportunities that can be used as preventative measures for schools becoming out of compliance. 

Assignments based on taking preventative measures will vary depending on the data and needs of 

schools throughout the state. Applicants are asked to creatively describe what your resource center will 

have the capacity to do. Assignments and demonstration sites are different in that the expectation of 

establishing demonstration sites is unique to the PBS grant. The PBS grantee will be expected to 

establish demonstration sites as well as respond to the needs of schools severely out of compliance 

schools that are in need of additional assistance. The identification of any schools will be the result of 

data-based decision making by the IDOE in partnership with any necessary contractors. 

Q: The Grant Notice describes an Estimated Average Award if $1,000,000 annually for each center. The 

initial period is 19 months, including a seven month implementation period and Year 1 of the Project. 

Does this mean that an initial $1,000,000 award will be made that will cover the entire period from 

January 1, 2010 to September 30, 2010? Or is the initial award an annual award and thus there will be 

$1,000,000 for Project Year 1, plus an additional pro-rated amount to cover the seven month 

implementation period? 

A: It is estimated that one year of work may cost approximately $1,000,000. With that in mind, a 

resource center could plan for a 19 month period using an amount that is proportionate to $1,000,000 

per year. In other words, a pro-rated amount to cover the seven month implementation period may be 

acceptable. Any expenses that are described within the Budget Section of the grant application must be 

appropriately justified within the Grant Application Narrative.  

Q: There appears to be a discrepancy between the specified term of contract (19 month) in Section 1.7 

and the contract effective dates in Section 1.8 (January 1, 2010 – September 30, 2011, 21 months). In 

devising a budget for the INRCIA, should expenses be calculated based on the full 21 months specified 

in Section 1.8, or on a 19 month basis as specified in Section 1.7? 

A: An INRCIA budget should be calculated based on a 19 month basis for the Project Implementation 

and Project Year 1. An effective contract could take place as early as January 1, 2010, but final grant 

recipients are not guaranteed to be selected until February 1, 2010, work related to the resource center 

beginning as soon as March 2010.  
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Q: Do charts, tables, and documents that are part of the appendices and supporting documentation 

need to be double spaces as the Grant Application Narrative does? 

A: No, charts, tables, and documents that are part of appendices and supporting documentation do not 

need to be double spaced; only the Grant Application Narrative need be double-spaced.  

Q: If a proposed resource center involves staff members that are currently funded through June 30, 

2010 on an existing discretionary grant, is it permissible to have the resource center grant budget 

cover costs for them as of July 1, 2010 while also showing that existing activities will continue as part 

of the resource center application? 

A: Yes, a resource center’s grant budget may cover the cost of existing staff as long as the positions of 

those staff can be appropriately justified within the Grant Application Narrative and funds from the 

resource center do not cover the cost of the same staff before the time that a previous discretionary 

grant funding period ends. In this instance, because staff is currently funded through June 30, 2010, it 

would be acceptable to have the resource center grant budget cover the costs of these staff as of July 1, 

2010.  

Q: Where should support staff and graduate students be listed on the new budget forms that were 

posted 11/13/09? 

A: If the support staff and graduate students are employed as an employee of the fiscal agent, then the 

support staff and graduate students should be listed under “PERSONNEL.” Although the line item total 

under “PERSONNEL” reads “TOTAL CERTIFIED SALARIES,” please treat this line item as if it is for both 

certified and non-certified personnel. Those employed through a contract agreement rather than being 

employees of the fiscal agent should be listed under “CONTRACTED SERVICES.”  

 

 
 
 

 
 


